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From COLIN LAWSON

{ BONN, Sunday,
'VITAL \letalls on Soviet
spies round the world
have been handed over to.
the West.
They were given by Lieut.-
v Colonel Yevgenyl
who defected.  from the:
Soviet security and espion-
- age service, the K.G.B,
Colonel Runge is. the mest’
. valuable Russian secret service’
man to fall into Western hands.
_ since the war. 1 learned today |
. that he has outlined the extent
4 to which individual Soviet |
" agents have sucteeded and has

"1 further operations.

. 4. He has enough informa,tion'-j
‘7" _ to help British counter-, -

~ Intelligence officers to unmask
..the Moscow spy rmgs directed .
- against London. i

The lmportance of
defection - to.
- taree weeks ago was summed '

-~ in Germany in’these words (— i

[N

. the West—and his loss to the:
Russlans is a fantastic blow.",
Y

PLEASED

‘What ' makes Amerlca’s
/ Central Intelligence Agency so;
F‘leased is the fact that Runge;
~hag been a_professional agent,g
.for nearly
“working life.
©  He 19 a Soviet citizen born of:
;German parents, The moved
to Russia before the ' 1017
Revolution, became Communists.
and remalned loyal to the
Saviets, |
- But Runge's defection must!
have raised in Russian minds,
grave doubts on the reliablmy
of ALI, Germans workmg
the K.G.B.—even second, third
and fourth  generations bom;
%x:& brought up in the soviet.
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1o an Eoast German glrl
Runge,  Run

‘suggested methods t,o:tou thel.r:- )

his®
the Americans...

© up for me by a Western source
“He. is a great acquisition to!

0 -years—all - his!

P. Lawson,

COLH‘\

Rueaee, YeveEny V.
Sm—

There is a strong parallel”
‘“between this case and that
of George Blake, the
British Intelligence man.
. who' was an undercover
agent for Russia and:
escaped to Moscow - from
Wormwood Scrubs Jail,

Blake pgave the Russlans
mformation which damaged
Britain's Intelligence sewice':._s
About 40 British agents  dis<
appeared and. fears weré. felt:
for their llves. Others had to
be moved qulckly from . thelr
operational areas. '

SWITCH

Now Runge has reversed the
-procedure and the Russlansg
wiil have to act smartly to.
protect their prineipal networks:
in the Wes i

Even as I discussed the’ im—f‘

portance of Runge's defection’
with my informant, news
reached us_that details he has:
given the U.S. Central Intelli~
gence Agency are: believed to.
have led to a new arrest of a
snspected ‘Russian spy = bhe
si{xth _in three weeks.

- A French sghoolteacher, Jean
Henel, was selred by security’
officers  in Metz. near the
i German bordert' He is married’ 8

as a result of information given;
by Runge (pronounced’ Roonga) )

“high over the Atlantic when hey

was being questioned by
American security mcn in the .
plane taking him to the US, ¢
A radlo message mﬁ t. from
the plane asking the alithoritles

he;'a m Bonn ta arrest . ﬂyﬂ

Germans. Four confessed to
gylng for Russla and one of,
38-year-old Le onora.
terlein
secretnry in_the W
Forelgn = Offics, subsequently
ha?ged herself in her prison

The fifth suspect, the wife of -
the German confidential:
me:senger at the French,
Embassy, was freed-—she knew |

nothing of the esplonage'
actlvlms admitted her
usband, who Is mu under
arrest,

Penetration of the French -

Embassy and the German
Forelgn Omce were two of

" Runge's coups.

A stream of secret Information’

-went from the Forelgn Office to

8o is' h
The first arrests were made( PAssed It back to Pleschel.

y emergency

!

. l

" Seydoux is

Moscow_over a period of six
years.. The official German code

!, was broken. ‘Waestern: policies
throuﬁhout the worl
Western  {ntentions inh  the:

defence fleld were revealed.
One of Runge's recruits was
Heinz Pleschel, a
ex-sergeant: in the French
Foref nLeilon and subsequently
confidential messenger at the
French Bmbassy in Bonn,
Plesehel took & _wax'
%es«lon of the key of the
assador's safe. He handed:
the impression to Runge. wHo:
ad & duplicate key made and -

Revealed
For nva years Pleschel raided:

and had them photo-:
graphed for Moscow. i

I learn. that among thess ..

documents were the Western'

Soviet-inspired crisis in Berlfn,!

And, even more important, the: 7,
Russians found out that in:

-certain sltuations the Western:
ailles would take no action at.

ail—such as the bullding of the
4 Berlin Wall. !

French Ambumdor Francois .
deeply embarrassed ;
L and ma
would ‘t’ ace President de Gaulle;
in a tr

Beydoux's expellen.ce in Bonn s
‘vitally - Important in view ot

The French have

rogate Runge,
turned down.

18 as full of holes as a_sleve,
The head of. West German

IMI5, Dr. Herbert smrubbers.{ .
Washington and¢ -

has flown to
uestioned Runge, He sal i
utige defected (or ideo.oglcn

- TEASONS- md a.lso compiained v
“ Nobody -in the' K.Ch trusts
m ‘l’.'lﬂlncmumk s.,h‘u.ud

a confidential , -
West, German | .

and’ L

German -

fesa

the safe, took out secrei docu-(.v .
§ ments, -

plans to meet any..

be transferred. That' -
icky situation because;

differénices with!n the Common -
Markét over Britain's applica-:
tlon and German support for it.: -
asked“ B

America _for permission to inter-I o
‘bub have been, .

e Geérmans come out of the e
'affalr In_an even worse light.' )
. {As one U.S, Intelligence man. . - K
“Iputs it : * Thelr Forelgn: Mlni.-,trx, T

1

(or. G;L )
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